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This year’s Columbia Council of Neighborhood's Annual Awards Ceremony and Banquet that was held on Saturday, June 11, 2011, was a hugh success!  We appreciate Mayor Steve Benjamin, City Council members Belinda Gergel, Brian Newman, and Leona Plaugh for attending, along with State Senator John Scott, Judge Richard Gergel, County Councilman Seth Rose, Asst. Police Chief Wiser, retired Int. Chief Norman Caldwell, School Board Commissioner Aaron Bishop, former House Rep. Timothy Rogers and representatives from the Greater Columbia Chamber of Commerce and the Columbia Housing Authority.  

I want to express my sincere appreciation to everyone that participated, and I was so proud to present the awards to this year's recipients for their commitment and dedicated service to improving their neighborhoods and impacted the lives of the residents of the City of Columbia: 

CCN 2011 Columbia Neighborhood Hall of Fame Award Inductees
  ~ Doris Hildebrand - Historic Waverly Neighborhood

  ~ Margaret Masse - Brandon Acres/Cedar Terrace Neighborhood

  ~ Christie Savage - Northwood Hills Neighborhood

Columbia Council of Neighborhood Friend of the Year 

  ~ Daisy Block, Melrose Heights Neighborhood

Neighborhood Volunteer of the Year

  ~ Sandy Latham, Brandon/Acres Neighborhood 

Award of Special Recognition

  ~ Dr. William H. Rutherford - Historic Waverly Neighborhood
Captain Estelle Young was presented with a certificate of appreciation for her 42 years of service to the community.  City Council was also presented with certificates of appreciation for their support of CCN.
Warren Bolton, our keynote speaker was truly spirited, and inspiring. We were wonderfully entertained by saxophonist, Isaac McClinton Jr. and pianist, Artie Porter.  The comments we received from the evening was that it was just wonderful.  As our 4th year for the banquet it has gotten better each year.  So for those of you, who were not able to attend the banquet this year, please put it on your calendar for next year - June 9, 2012 at the Downtown Marriott Hotel. 

Columbia’s neighborhoods make Columbia a great place to live; however, great neighborhoods do not happen by accident. They are the result of conscious, on-going, and well-planned activities by its residents and city officials.  CCN is the bridge between our residents and our city’s elected officials and is dedicated to bringing about the improvements needed and desired for our neighborhoods.  CCN also serves as a vital resource for information, education, and training for the neighborhoods and residents of the City of Columbia.    

Thank you for your support and for your dedicated services to the neighborhoods, making our beautiful city a safer and even better place to live.   

Thank you,
Bessie Watson, President

Columbia Council of Neighborhoods
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