Key Points on SC Mission 2011:  Midlands

· August 5, 2011 Vision and Medical services 6 a.m. until 10 p.m.

· August 6, 2011 Vision and Medical services 6 a.m. until 4 p.m.

· August 5-6, 2011 Dental services 34 hours straight (through the night)

· Location: Carolina Coliseum, 701 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201 

· All services are FREE (no ID or insurance required, just come!)

· People all over the state are expected to come even though this is primarily for the Midlands                                     (patients from other areas of the state will not be turned away.)

· Ages 17 and older (children will be served if they come along but this is an adult event; there will be no               dental services for children, medical and vision can be provided by pediatricians who will be onsite.)

GOAL: Meet individuals’ immediate health care needs and connect them with a medical home for follow up and ongoing care.

Vision: Includes comprehensive examination, referrals will be made.  Eyewear will be provided free of charge which can be obtained that day.  Some patients who may need higher dosages may be asked to come back next day or on a scheduled day to pick up eyewear, free of charge.

Medical:  This process will be similar to that of the Emergency Room.  Patients will see a nurse and doctor to discuss medical history, current list of medications (please ask patients to bring this list with them), and any current health issues.  An exam will be done if necessary and the patient will move along to a doctor, practitioner, or specialist.  Priority will be given to those in pain.  Medication will be given on site but no narcotics will be available.  30 day prescriptions will be given free of charge if needed.  OBGYN, Internal Medicine, Pediatricians will be on site.  Patients will sign a release form for photos and video that may be taken.  For confidentiality, patients will be served behind curtains or in a closed area, the patients’ record will be in a manila folder and the patient will carry this with her/him at all times during the day.  The release will also state that there may be a possibility that the patient’s medical information may be seen unintentionally by others patients.  Patients will be referred to doctors in their county for ongoing care.  These doctors MAY (not guaranteed) provide free services or services on a sliding fee scale depending on income.

Dental: Extractions and cleanings will be done.  Referrals may also be made.  Antibiotics will be available in the case of infections.

Health Education: There will be HIV/AIDS testing on site.  There will be one-on-one counseling if needed.  There will also be Diabetes counseling and education.  Vouchers will available for meds for diabetes patients.  United Way and SC Benefit Bank will be on site for health education as well.
Volunteers: 500 to 600 volunteers are needed!  Volunteers are expected to work a full 7 hour shift.  There is a need for Spanish and Sign Language interpreters.  If anyone knows any doctors, nurses, optometrists, hygienists, or dentists who may be willing to volunteer their time and expertise, please pass on this information.  All volunteers will receive a free meal, massage and T-shirt.  Volunteers must be 17 years old and older.  Expect to be on your feet most of the day so dress comfortably.  Volunteers will attend an orientation/training the week before the event.  All volunteers must sign up through United Way at www.uway.org/volunteer.  Contact person is Bridgett Molony, United Way of the Midlands; Volunteer Center Manager 803-758-6987 or bmolony@uway.org. 

Other Information: There will be no child care provided.  Patients are asked not to bring their children.  The process can take as short as an hour or as long as 8 hours or more depending on the individual.  Patients who are wheelchair bound or on walkers will not be given priority (first come, first served basis).  There will be seating, light snacks, water stations, and a tent provided with air conditioning.  Buses are welcome (please explain to all riders that the time will vary for each individual).  Golf carts will be available to transport patients from parking to the coliseum.  Transportation to the event will not be provided, though.  Please pass this information along to churches, doctors, organizations, or anyone you think may benefit as a patient or volunteer, thanks!

